Feds issue dire air bag warning

Recall fix is ‘essential
to personal safety’
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Rising concern prompted fed-
eral auto safety regulators to
boost dramatically, to at least 7.78
million, the US. vehicles previ-
ously recalled for faulty Takata
air bags that they say pose a dire
threat to front passengers.

The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, in very

once as a matter “essential to pex-
sonal safety.” :

Only a handful of additional
vehicles were added to existing
Takata air bag recall this week,
but Toyota and General Motors
are taking the added step of send-
ing overnight letters to owners of
some cars warning them not to
have front-seat passengers until
the repair is made.

The new and dire warnings,
along with the underlying recalls
dating to 2008, apply mainly to
older vehicles sold or ever regis-
tered in areas with particularly
high humidity, such as Southern

Reports, said Wednesday
afternoon that it believes
“the dangers could be far
broader,” than just hu- ¢
mid locations. And it said

Takata
recall
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investigation into the
bags. Federal prosecu-
tors also have opened an
inquiry into Takata’s ac-
tions, according to a re-

its data show 100 inju- ¥ port on Wednesday by
ries from the faulty bags.  How to tell if The Wall Street Journal,
Two deaths, reported your car Is citing “people familiar
years ago by Honda, have  gffected, what With the matter.” USA
been linked to the issue. o do next, TODAY could not inde-
When the faulty bags gnd more pendently confirm that,

inflate, they can tear

loose from their brackets, blow-
ing pieces of their housings at oc-
cupants. The propellant in the
defective bags was improperly
handled during manufacture, and

Owmners have been lax
about the repairs. GM, for exam-
ple, says that only about 10% of
affected vehicles have been
brought in.

Takata supplies bags to multi-

strong language for the agency, Floridaand Puerto Rico. the danger is amplified by ple makers, and the defect has
told owners “with urgency” to get However, Consumers Union, humidity. . triggered recalls of some 16 mil-
the cars from 10 makers fixed at the advocacy affiliate of Consumer NHTSA said it has an ongoing  lion vehicles globally.
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